Dear Friend,

Our Father has shown is Faithfulness over and over to us.  We praise Him for that.  On Monday Jeff and Luke met with customs officials here.  We were able to get by with paying less than $50.  Today, Wednesday, our things were released and should be on the way here by Friday.  Luke and Jeff were able to enjoy some great food, shopping, and time together while waiting for customs to clear our belongings.  It is a huge praise of how smooth things went.  Last week Jeff was expecting to have to go back later to finish things.  Thank you, Jesus for your hand being upon this.  

Our Father provided a great vehicle for us in February.  It is a few years old, in great shape with low miles.  There is plastic still covering the doors on the inside.  It looks fancy on the outside, but is a generic jeep on the inside.  Most cars here are not made for export like in the states.  Jeff is doing well in driving.  I haven’t gotten the courage or opportunity to try out driving.  I am a bit intimidated by the stick shift.  I may try out this week while Jeff is gone and the car is home.                                                

Ever since coming here, which seems like years ago, He has shown is presence numerous ways.  As I was walking home one day, down our windy dusty road from buying vegetables at the hut at the end of the road, a man stopped me and asked where I was from.  I told him and then he proceeded to ask what we were doing here.  Before I could answer he said you are doing the Father’s work.  I said yes.  He immediately asked me to come in his small office, which looks like a storage unit, and talk to him about Revelations.  Boy, was I shocked.  We had only been here a week.  This gentleman has since inquired much and has met with Jeff several times.  He also has asked for money.  Since then we haven’t seen him.  That may not mean a thing, but we are concerned.  He has a tender heart and already knew much of the Father’s ways.  He has had the book for 10 years now.  He has taught his students some proverbs.  Please remember Santa Chettrie.

Jeff has been going daily with his co-workers moving ahead with plans here.  Buying desk, AC’s, pens, you name it.  It just is taking five times longer.  You can’t go in a store and ask for something very easily.  If they don’t have it before you know it they have sent someone to retrieve it.  That may take 30 minutes.  You sit and wait.  I know that has been frustrating for Jeff.  He just wants to get to doing what he came here for.  He got that chance this week.  A dear man here, Abishek, which some of you know, is starting a new discipleship group here. He has gone through the materials over the past year and is on his own now.  Jeff met with Abishek, just like he plans to do with others, building relationships and leading them.  That had made Jeff’s day.  He felt like he accomplished something.

Ours and your thoughts have been answered numerous ways.  Many of you have been remembering our landlord, Pappa Subba.  Shortly after our arrival we learned Pappa had cancer of the throat and lungs.  Today he passed away.  It was quick.  He was up and alert yesterday afternoon and then his lungs filled during the night and it was over.  We have been thinking of him often.  Their family is a mix of Hindus and Buddists, as are many here.  They take everything they can get their hands on to cover their bases.  Well, last week Pappa was having dreams of the Father and teachers coming to him and teaching him about the truth.  Also, his wife slept the best she had in a while and gave our Father credit.  He is hearing our thoughts.  He is faithful. Keeping remembering this family; we will be seeing them over time.

Have I reminded you enough, the Father is faithful, even when I don’t want to spend hours trying to make the food work here?  I haven’t had very much success in getting dinner prepared in a short amount of time.  The last few days I have just stuck with chicken and it has worked wonderfully.  It would be nice to have that USDA beef, though.  We can’t seem to buy it without getting too much fat or gristle.  It is tough and smelly.  Here, you have to go to market only on certain days for meat.  Beef is Saturday and Tuesday.  Pork is on Friday.  Chicken is any day.  Yes, we are still eating the chicken.  We did start buying it at a processing place, where you can get it packaged, without the fat and bones.  Boy, does that save time.  Upon arriving in the market, where everyone is watching you, you point to the part of the animal you want and hope you get at least part of what you were expecting.  We aren’t sure how they get those T-bones like back home.  It is an experience.  Another foreigner came with us one day and she commented she was sure glad it was us and not her.  She likes her USDA stamp.  We aren’t starving, just a bit hard for finding quick and easy snacks.  

Our Father is Faithful.  He has provided us with tremendous support through each of you.  This has happened in many ways; thoughts to our Father, words of encouragement, to financial support, phone calls, I could go on and on.  It brings joy to our hearts and I know the Father’s when His children are encouraged by the body.  Please keep the emails and cards coming.  We apologize for not getting more word out to you.  We will try and do better at this.  Know that we are remembering you often.  If you have not sent us a picture of your family, please do.  When our things come we plan to make a wall of pictures.  Instead of idols, we will have your faces.  

Here are a few prayer requests:

• Jeff, Esther and Awor leading conference March 9-11

• Safety while traveling 

• Carpenters to finish work here

• Us to be able to handle the heat, send cool breezes and thoughts

• Learning the local language, we start a month trial period in 2 weeks.  Pray for clear communication from us to the teacher

• Luke a friend 

• Luke a guitar teacher

• Jeff to have time to meet with pastors and patience while waiting to get to all of them

• More translators to translate the materials for CBLT

• Electricity to be rerun in the house

Praises:  which I didn’t mention, but are just as important

• A new well.  Water is flowing strong now.

• Our health

• His continuous provision financially

• Awesome neighbors, Brad, Amy, Lindsey and Timothy: been our translators and food help

• Many pastors have interest in CBLT

• More discipleship groups are starting

1 Chronicles 1:8-12 Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples. 9 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 10 Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. 11 Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face continually. 12 Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the judgments from His mouth

